Pope Pius XI
Communists League, the Young Pioneers, the Interna-
tional Labour Defence Section, the League of Socialist
Free Thinkers, the League against Imperialism, the British
Workers' Theatre Section, the English Workers' Sports
Federation, and the Society for Cultural Relations with
the U.S.S.R, I must confess that with regard to the latter
body, the only one I know anything about, I think that
there are many people who belong to it who are certainly
not Communists- But then the Vatican's argument is
that these lukewarm people do as much, if not greater,
harm than do the avowed Communists.
There were Red Centres shown on maps of London,
from Hendon to Brixton, and from Chiswick to Woolwich,
and it was notable that the largest number of Red Centres
concentrated on Holborn and Finsbury.
The Vatican, takes a very strong and unbending line on
this particular subject, and their paper, the Osservatore
Romano, recently openly criticised the sale of a certain
book in Rome, The author took a libel action in the
Italian Court, and now finds that since the Vatican has
become an independent city he has no redress, except in
the Vatican Courts themselves, and in the Vatican Courts
there is no such thing as a Law of Libel. In spite of the
Pope's active attack on Communism in more than one
encyclical, pointing out how it had attacked the Church
in every part of the world, and most recently in Spain, it
is only fair to say that the Pope tries hard to take a for-
giving view of these enemies* His address to the Spanish
refugees on September i4th, 1936, refers in rather
beautiful language to those opposing his wishes in that
country: